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Hi everyone!   

Wow! It’s 2016. Can you believe it? We hope 
that you all had a nice Christmas and New 
Year!  

Doreen and I had a first for us! On Christmas eve, I got off work a 
little early and it was 60 degrees. So I got the bike out and we went 
for a small ride of about 50 miles. Then, we rode the bike to the 7 
o’clock candlelight service at our church. Afterward, we rode 
around Dubois looking at the Christmas lights, and got home 
around 9 pm with a temperature of 39 degrees!  

There were 53 at the Chapter I Christmas party. It was great to see 
everyone. We would like to thank Pam and Bill Crissman for the 
last four years of service to the chapter (three years as Assistant 
Chapter Director and one year as Chapter Director). Thank you, 
Pam and Bill! Also, thank you Deb Smith for the years of service as 
treasurer for the chapter!  

Congratulations to Mary Mauk on winning the marble game at the 
December gathering! Way to go, Mary! We will start over on 
January 15th, at the monthly chapter gathering at Hoss’s.  

We are looking forward to 2016, anticipating the new memories to 
be made, starting with our anniversary party on January 9th. Just so 
you know...there will be a 50/50 drawing at the anniversary party. 
However, there will not be a “roast” this year. If you have prepared 
something for a roast, please bring it to the January gathering.  

We have the Pennsylvania District fundraiser raffle tickets, and will 
begin distributing them on January 9th at the anniversary party. 
They are bundled in packets of five. Please plan on selling at least 
one or two packets. By selling our share (300) of the tickets, we 
support the district and the chapter receives a financial reward for 
doing so.  

Friends for Fun. Be Safe. Learn Something New! 
Ray and Doreen Snyder 

JANUARY, 2016 

On The Web: 
www.pachpateri.com 

Chapter I Gatherings 
Third Friday each month 

Hoss’s Steak & Sea House 
675 Liberty Boulevard 

DuBois, PA 
6:30 pm Dinner  

7:30 pm Gathering 
Come Join Us!  

Ray & Doreen Snyder ..................................... Chapter Directors 

GWRRA Pennsylvania Chapter I 1 

Contact Chapter Directors,  
Ray & Doreen Snyder at: 

814-583-5619 
rdsnyder@comcast.net 

(Continued on next page  ) 

http://www.facebook.com/GWRRA.PAI
http://www.pachapteri.com
mailto:rdsnyder@comcast.net?subject=Contact%20via%20Chapter%20I%20Newsletter!
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Chapter Directors 

Ray & Doreen Snyder 
814-583-5619 
rdsnyder@comcast.net 

Assistant Directors 

Currently Vacant 
 
 

Chapter Educators/Motorist 
Awareness Coordinators 

Lori and Gary Schill 
814-226-6314 (home) 
814-229-6314 (cell) 
wingnutlori@gmail.com  
gary@gnldesigns.com  

Membership Enhancement 
Coordinators 

Dick & Mary Lou Hetrick 
814-856-3222 
granny15@windstream.net 

Treasurer 

Nancy Knarr 
814-952-5317 (home) 
814-938-3729 (cell) 
njphil49@msn.com 

Album Coordinator 

Donna Miller 
814-849-8997 
ldkm@windstream.net 

Couple of the Year Coordinators 

George & Kathie Simcox 
814-371-7387 
gaskas@comcast.net 

Chapter Couple of the Year 

Jim & Pat Delo 
814-328-5133 
jdelo@windstream.net 
pdelo@stonemor.com 

Chapter of the Year Coordinator 

Doreen Snyder 
814-583-5619 
rdsnyder@comcast.net 

Ambassadors of Fun 

Kathie Simcox  
gaskas@comcast.net 
  and 
Danise Hartle 
luvsbyrds@yahoo.com 

Ride Coordinators 

Terry & Mary Mauk 
814-856-2148 
t.mauk@yahoo.com 
tagme1@comcast.net 

Roll for the Dough Coordinators 

Dana & Danise Hartle 
814-938-7136 
dmhartle@comcast.net 

Greeting Card Coordinators 

Gary & Carol Doverspike 
814-256-3773 
cdov@windstream.net  

Goodies Coordinators 

Dave & Cindy Marconi 
814-781-6383 
raidersdavecindy@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Staff 

Lori Schill, Editor 
814-226-6314 
wingnutlori@gmail.com  
  with 
Bill & Peg Zortman 
814-653-8851  
pegnbillz@verizon.net 
  and 
Dave & Susan Moore 
814-653-2091 

Webmaster &  
Advertising Coordinator 

Gary Schill 
814-226-6314 
gary@gnldesigns.com 

Pennsylvania District Directors 
 Rick & Andrea (Andi) Riek 
 groundshark@atlanticbb.net 

Assistant Directors 
 Jim & Diane Heffelfinger 
 jchdch@atlanticbb.net 
   and 
 Harold & Diane Jackson 
 jackson2@zoominternet.net 

Educators 
 Doug & Cyndy Motter 
 prosemi@comcast.net 
 Phil & Darlene Pirozzi 
 felixpirozzi@live.com 

Trainers 
 Gerry & Bonnie Vanart 
 gbvanart@msn.com 

Couple of the Year 
 John Steele & Kit Johnson 
 wing90@aol.com 

Goodies Coordinators 
 Dave & Cindy Marconi 

CHAPTER I TEAM PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT TEAM 

NORTHEAST REGION B TEAM 

Northeast Region B Directors 
 Tom & Renee Wasluck 
 regionbdirectors.tom.renee@gmail.com  

Region B Assistant Directors 
 Kevin & Georgia LeBlond 
 gwrra.mad@gmail.com 
   and 
 Ken & Lois Ingram 
 ken.lois@mchis.com 

Educators 
 John & Pam Van Deusen 
 fj.vandeusen@icloud 

Chapter of the Year Coordinators 
 Bob & Julie A’Hearn 
 regionb_choy@outlook.com  

2015 / 2016 Couple of the Year 
 Rich & Wendy Wirt 
 sawdustman51@comcast.net  

Trainers 
 Eileen & Time Guile 
 gwrra.b.rt@hotmail.com  

GWRRA International  www.gwrra.org 

Northeast Region B  www.gwrra-northeastregion.org 

Pennsylvania District  www.gwrrapadist.org 

Pennsylvania Chapter I www.pachapteri.com 

WEB LINKS 

mailto:rdsnyder@comcast.net?subject=Contact%20via%20Chapter%20I%20Newsletter!
mailto:wingnutlori@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Chapter%20I%20Newletter
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mailto:granny15@windstream.net
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mailto:tagme1@comcast.net
mailto:dmhartle@comcast.net
mailto:cdov@windstream.net
mailto:d_ksmith@verizon.net
mailto:wingnutlori@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Chapter%20I%20Newletter
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http://www.gwrra.org
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http://www.gwrrapadist.org
http://www.pachapteri.com/
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Your Chapter Educator is  
“cheating” this month.  

This article was read online,  
but it has some good suggestions! 

If you live in a snowy climate (we do!) where frozen car door locks 
and snowed-in tires are the norm, you’ve got good reason to dread 
icy winter mornings. (It’s hard enough getting out bed, much less 
mustering the courage to go out and start your car.) Here are 19 
ways to make sure you spend less time scraping away at your car 
windows and more time enjoying your hot coffee during your wintry 
morning commute. 

Nine Tricks For Clearing Snow And Ice From Windows And 
Mirrors: 

1. Leave your windshield wipers up overnight so they won’t 
become stuck to your windshield. Prevent snow and ice buildup 
on the wiper blades by covering them with a sock. 

2. Create a mixture of three parts vinegar to one part water and 
spray it on your car windows to prevent ice from building up. 
You still might have to brush off any snow that falls, but this will 
save you the time of scraping away at icy windows. 

3. If ice has formed on your windows, use a dry cloth and rubbing 
alcohol to melt it faster. 

4. Use an old area rug to cover your windshield completely. Tuck 
it under your wiper blades overnight and remove in the 
morning. Throw it in the trunk when not in use. 

5. Misplaced your ice scraper? Try using a hard spatula or credit 
card instead. Just avoid anything metal, as it can damage the 
finish of your window. 

6. Cover your side mirrors with freezer-sized Ziploc bags sealed 
up as far as they’ll go. In the morning, remove them and relish 
your already-clear mirrors! 

7. Park your car facing east overnight. When the sun rises in the 
morning, it can help clear away some of the snow and ice, 
making your morning routine less stressful and rushed. 

8. Spray your shovel with nonstick cooking spray so the snow will 
slide off easier. 

9. Grab your broom to sweep away light snow, instead of wasting 
energy with that useless little brush on the other end of your 
windshield scraper. 

Four Ways To Keep Locks And Car Doors From Freezing 

1. Apply hand sanitizer to your lock or key to unfreeze locks or car 
doors. 

2. Use a lighter to heat your key and gently push it into your car 
lock. 

3. Spray your keys with WD-40 and use it in your locks to keep 
ice from forming. 

4. Coat the rubber strip of your car doors with cooking spray. This 
will keep ice from forming and make it easy to pry open doors. 

Note From Deb Smith,  
Former Chapter Treasurer .......................... 11 

Advertising Coordinator/Webmaster: 
Touring - Then And Now ............................. 11 

Advertisement: Brookville Motorsports ..... 12 

 

GWRRA Chapters of the Pennsylvania District 

Lori Schill ............................................................. Chapter Educator 
(More of what’s inside) 

GWRRA Pennsylvania Chapter I 3 
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Two Tricks For Keeping The Inside Of Your Windshield Clear: 

1. Fill a sock with kitty litter and leave it in your car. This will help 
absorb moisture and prevent fog from clouding your windows. 
Bonus: It can help absorb odors, too! 

2. Use shaving cream to clean the inside of your windows and 
prevent fog moisture from building up. Simply spray and wipe 
away with a clean, dry cloth. 

Four Ways To Keep Car Tires Moving In Winter 

1. Test your tires before braving snowy roads by sticking a penny 
in several grooves of your tire tread. If you can see still see the 
top of Lincoln’s head, your tires are worn and should be 
replaced. 

2. If your tires get stuck in the snow, a few sprinkles of kitty litter 
can help them gain traction. 

3. You can also clear a path for your tires and get them out of 
slush by using flattened cardboard boxes (keep a few stashed 
in your trunk). 

4. Store a few old socks in your glove compartment. Slip them 
over your shoes to give yourself better traction if you have to 
push your car out of the snow. Bonus: They’re great to have on 
hand if you need to wipe away frost from your windows. 

“Borrowed” From: http://www.allyou.com/budget-home/
money-shopping/winter-car-care?xid=newsletter-ay-

102715&PromKey=XET 

Let’s Be Careful Out There! 
Lori Schill 

Happy New Year to All… 

By the time you read this, we will be in the new 
year “2016.” Where has the time gone? Look at 
it this way – riding season is just around the 

corner and lots of exciting things are being planned by your 
Chapter. 

This past year has been a great one for the Deloes. There were 
many great rides with friends, the fabulous trip around Lake 
Superior, the camping trips, and all the great adventures  along the 
way. 

Representing Chapter I as your Couple of the Year has had many 
rewards. We competed for District Couple at the All Chapters East 
weekend. Although it was a great experience, we didn’t make it to 
the district level, but that only means we can represent Chapter I 
for another year. You guys are such fun, we really didn’t want to 
move on. 

Riding with the Lady I-Peds is really good exercise. We practiced - 
and then practiced some more - and it paid off. We took first place 
in both parades we rode in ... Weedville’s Labor Day Parade and 
the Peanut Butter Festival parade in New Bethlehem. I’m not sure 

Levels Program 

Have you enrolled  
in the GWRRA  

“Levels Program?” 

Contact the Chapter Educator 
 to enroll now! 

Are you “current” in the 
 Levels Program? 

Check your status at: 
www.gwrra.org. 

On the Rider Education page, 
click on “My R.E. Information” 

and log in to see where you 
stand.  

Watch for announcements here, 
and in your email inbox, about 

upcoming education 
opportunities! 

We encourage you to  
accept the challenge to  
make the commitment,  
learn the skills, and  

apply what you learn  
so that you can make 
motorcycling safer,  

increase your riding skills,  
and make other drivers  

more aware of motorcycles.  

Safety doesn’t happen  
by accident! 

Jim & Pat Delo ............................... Chapter I Couple of the Year 

http://www.allyou.com/budget-home/money-shopping/winter-car-care?xid=newsletter-ay-102715&PromKey=XET
http://www.allyou.com/budget-home/money-shopping/winter-car-care?xid=newsletter-ay-102715&PromKey=XET
http://www.allyou.com/budget-home/money-shopping/winter-car-care?xid=newsletter-ay-102715&PromKey=XET
mailto:wingnutlori@gmail.com?subject=Clicked%20Through%20Chapter%20Newsletter
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://gwrra.org/regional/ridered/index.html
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if it was because the judges feel sorry for us, we really are that 
good, or boy...can Nancy shake it. 

We had a very nice Christmas party. As always, the food was 
good. Who wants to see more duct tape? I didn’t know that stuff 
was so strong. But working as a team, we eventually got those little 
boxes open for the surprise inside. Some of the “ugly” sweaters 
were very creative. If you didn’t make it to the party, you missed a 
fun time. 

Jim and I want to send our best to Pam and Bill Crissman and 
thank them for all they did for the Chapter. We know they will be 
here for us. We know that Ray and Doreen are going to have big 
shoes to fill, but they are going to be right up there with the best. 

Until next time… 
Jim and Pat Delo 

 

mailto:gaskas@comcast.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Chapter%20I%20Newsletter
http://www.bikerking.biz/
http://www.worldofwheels6.net/
https://www.facebook.com/World-of-Wheels-114526685294500/?fref=ts
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Let’s Celebrate! 

Happy Birthday  

Paul Stahlman ............... January 5 

Don Marnati ................. January 10 

Lorri Starr ................... January 14 

Jodi Lufsey .................. January 16 

Nancy Knarr ................ January 19 

Helen Snyder ............... January 25 

Terry Phillips ................ January 27 

Happy Anniversary 

Hari & Darla Gardner .... January 11 

Mel & Jodi Lufsey ......... January 16 

 January 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

          1 2 

              

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

              

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

    
 Staff 

Meeting 
    

 PA-I 
Gathering 

 PA-S 
Winter 
Party 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

              

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

      

 News-
letter 

Articles 
Due! 

      

31   Notes: 

    

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

DATE EVENT TIME LOCATION NOTE 

Jan 12 Staff Meeting 7:00 pm 
Simcox  

Party Barn 
(Staff Only) 

Jan 15 
Chapter I 

Gathering 

6:30 pm - Dinner 

7:30 pm - Gathering 

Hoss’s 

DuBois 
 

Jan 16 
PA-S Winter 

Party 
 

Williamsburg, 

Pa 

Roll For The 

Dough! 

Feb 13 
Valentine 

Dinner 
 DuBois Diner 

Everyone welcome 

- couples and 

“singles” 

Check the Chapter I website calendar  
for more details as they become available! 

http://www.pachapteri.com/ 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=es157mcc22667l89kk8v31mtg0@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/New+York
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For Sale: 

1989 QUICK CAMP 
Motorcycle Pop Up 
camper. Excellent 
shape. Asking $1000. 
Contact Mel Smith 
at 592-5350. 

*WINDWARD Camper. 
Gently used. King-sized 
bed with 6 x 6 sitting 
area. If seriously 
interested, call  
Dick at 814-856-3222. 

*MARKLAND Heal/Toe 
Shifter & Floorboards. 
Fits GL1500. Very good 
condition with little to no 
rust. Check Chapter I 
website Classified ads for 
pictures and what all 
comes with. Asking 
$215. Contact Gary & 
Lori Schill at  
814-229-6314. 

*Driver backrest for 
GL1500. Adjustable 
from front-to-back using 
chromed sliding tubes. 
Retails for about $210. 
Asking $50. See Chapter 
I website Classified ads 
for pictures. Contact Lori 
Schill at 814-229-6314. 

Chapter Pride 

A variety of Chapter Wear items are 
available from the suppliers below.  
 

Secco Designs 

If ordered “in quantity” from Secco Designs,  
prices are as follows. 

Polo Shirts: 

Small to XL $12.00* 
2XL    $13.00* 
3XL to 5XL $14.00* 

T-Shirts:  Short Sleeve Long Sleeve 

Small to XL $  8.00* $11.00* 
2XL   $  9.00* $12.00* 
3XL to 5XL $10.00* $13.00* 

Hoodie Sweatshirt: 

Small to XL $25.00* 
2XL   $26.00* 
3XL to 5XL $28.00* 

  * Adding name adds $1 to the price 
 

Biker King  

An advertiser - and chapter member - Biker King offers a 
wide variety of high-quality Chapter I clothing - many 
items feature exclusive “Gold or Black Glitz” (sparkling 
metal flake) printing of logos and names. Order just one ... or 
more! 

Go to Biker King’s website to view the selection and pricing of 
Chapter I gifts and wearables. Complete your order online 
and have your items delivered to your home … usually within 
one week! 

*Biker King supports Chapter I by donating a portion of 
your purchase price back to the chapter. 

 

Brookville Motorsports 

Black Denim Vests 

Brookville Motorsports, an advertiser - and 
chapter member -  stocks a very attractive black 
denim vest in sizes S to 5XL. Contact Dale or Lisa 
at 814-849-0004 for current pricing and 

availability. More on these vests is on the Chapter website 
merchandise page. 
 

GWRRA and Chapter I Bike Flags, Patches, Pins, & Pin Locks! 
Contact Goodies Coordinators, Dave or Cindy Marconi at 
raidersdavecindy@yahoo.com with inquiries and orders.  
Payment due upon receipt of order. 

http://www.bikerking.biz/classads/
http://www.bikerking.biz/classads/
http://www.bikerking.biz/classads/
http://www.bikerking.biz/classads/
http://bikerking.spreadshirt.com/organizations-pa-i-C148575
http://www.pachapteri.com/merchandise.htm
http://www.pachapteri.com/merchandise.htm
mailto:d_ksmith@verizon.net
http://www.brookvillemotorsports.com/


 

GWRRA Pennsylvania Chapter I .............................................................................................................................................. 8 

Tonight we went out to play with the ‘Kids’ of 
GWRRA PA-I...and got home in time to watch 
the end of Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer on 

TV. Being a ‘Kid’ is sooo much fun, isn’t it? 

This year the weather was super...who can believe warm and dry 
in December...although the folks of PA-Q tried to tell us there 
was a blizzard and roads were hazardous when they left Warren. 
Well, maybe – things are different way up there in the frozen north. 

Our 2015 Christmas party started with hugs from our Chapter 
Directors, Pam and Bill Crissman, as we entered the Roseville 
Grange. Pam handed us an envelope with both a chicken and a 
cow inside (Stuffed Chicken Breast/Roast Beef Dinners). There 
were also a couple of numbered door prize tickets and a red and a 
green strip of neatly zigzag cut blank paper... we used those to 
pick the “ugliest” sweater. 

The Big Idea this year was to find the Ugliest of the Ugly Sweaters 
any of us could find, fix, or fabricate. For bikers who know how to 
‘light-up’ a motorcycle the obvious choice was to ‘light-up’ the 

 
Peg Zortman ...................................................... Chapter Historian 

http://www.xtremewear.com/
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apparel. You should have seen the lights, the battery packs, the 
tinsel (or was that chrome?), and the Christmas socks.   

Ray took contributions in his socks. I know he got a penny from Bill 
and a quarter from someone on the other side of the room. 
Although he introduced each of the Ugly Sweater contestants as, 
“This is Ray,” he came in third to Dave Marconi’s first place win 
and George Simcox’s second place show. 

The food was delicious and plentiful as usual and I even saw a few 
leftover noodles. 

Then there was that game. Pam had us count-off (1-2-3-4-5) all 
around the room, then take our chairs forward to form five rings of 
1’s, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s...got that. Then she handed one small 
duct tape-wrapped box to one person in each circle and one tin pie 
plate containing two dice to the person next to the box holder.  

The challenge was to unwrap the box. The problem was that the 
box holder could only work at it until the dice holder rolled doubles; 
then both were passed on...around and around the ring.   

In my circle of 2’s, this started out as a friendly game; but then we 
discovered there was more than one layer of duct tape on that 
box...many more layers. Those layers were tight and obvious 
starting points were few. Pat Cole of PA-Q lamented that she had 
just trimmed her fingernails.   

The friendly game soon morphed into a friendly competition. Dale 
seldom got the chance to peel the tape because he was dodging 
the punches Danise kept throwing when a piece of tape would 
unexpectedly jolt loose. And if she wasn’t throwing punches she 
was rolling doubles. At one point, the box didn’t stop because each 
of seven people in a row rolled those pesky doubles.   

We kept an eye on 
Cindy, but she had 
as much trouble as 
the rest of us. We 
encouraged 
Roger... Rip’it 
Roger – Rip’it 
Roger” and Ray 
tried to hang on 
“just a minute” 
longer.   

After Pat Cole 
rolled doubles, and 
Patty Croft had to 
wait on Dick to 
pass the box as 
the rest of us 
chanted louder and 
louder to break his 
unhearing 
concentration with, 
“Dick, DICK, 
DICK!” 

At one point, Holly 
and Danise tried 

(Continued on next page  ) 

Hope smiles from 
the threshold of the 

year to come, 
whispering,  

'It will be happier.' 

Alfred Lord 
Tennyson 

http://www.gnldesigns.com/
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teamwork. Holly held on to start an end before showing Danise 
where to pull. Didn’t work – Holly quickly rolled doubles. As for 
Mary and Peg - that box just kept passing us by. 

Dick finally opened the box and claimed the prize. We, the 
(Terrible?) 2’s, were the first circle to achieve that goal...but Pam 
had another box and the whole thing started over and this time we 
were the last to finish.  

Breathless after all that excitement, we folded our chairs and 
returned to our places at the tables.   

While we had been chasing that duct-taped dream box, the 
Roseville Grange ladies got a head start on cleaning the 
tables...and rolled our door prize tickets away with the table 
coverings. To give away those beautiful Yule Logs (made by Bill & 
Pam) our leader, Pam, had to go with Plan B...Oldest, youngest, 
etc. I didn’t win.   

Before that last ‘Merry Christmas’ was uttered, Lori issued a safety 
warning by reminding all to, “Watch out for those four-legged 
creatures that can jump in front of a vehicles without warning.” 
Then, with a few final hugs and kisses, we headed home with big 
smiles and pockets full of new memories. 

Peg Zortman 
 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR 

ADVERTISERS ! 

The advertisements in 
this newsletter have 
been purchased by 

businesses that support 
our chapter.  

We encourage you to 
thank them by giving 
them your business, 

whenever possible. Be 
sure to tell them that you 

saw their ads in the  
PA Chapter I newsletter! 

I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because if you are making mistakes, then you are making new 
things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. You're doing 

things you've never done before, and more importantly, you're doing something.     ~Neil Gaiman 
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Hi Chapter I: 

As most of you know, I am stepping down as Treasurer for the 
chapter. I have enjoyed my office for the last three years, but it is 
time to “hand over the clutch,” so to speak, to a new Treasurer. I 
know all of you will be happy with her as the new kid on the block. 
Chapter I is a fun chapter to belong to, and Ken and I will still be 
there to “help out” wherever we can. 

I am anxiously awaiting the new riding season. However, I am 
going to have a hard time keeping Ken from riding with the weather 
we have been having! 

Have a very “Happy New Year!” and we will see you all at the 
Anniversary Party! 

Live, Laugh, Love  
Deb and Ken Smith 

In my last article, I outlined the journey made 
by many of us; the transition from what we may 
have ridden to what we ride now. Today’s 
touring bikes are much different from what was 
considered a touring bike way back then.  

Recently, I was reading a review of the latest “touring” bike 
manufactured by Suzuki. The test was from one of my old 
magazines - Cycle Guide, February 1972. The title of the article 
was “Six Hours Flat Out On The New Water Cooled Tourer.”  

The article commented on how Suzuki had gone to water cooling, 
and how it made such a great difference in being able to wring the 
bike out for six hours with no overheating problems. This was also 
a time that instrument clusters gained a third (!) dial to indicate the 
water temperature. Most bikes at that time had just a tachometer, 
speedometer, neutral indicator, and probably some turn signal 
indicators. The addition of a temperature gauge was seen as a big 
step up and a portend of things to come.  

While water cooling was mentioned as one of the strong points of 
this new tourer, they also mentioned the extreme comfort of the 
bike. It was like sitting in your armchair in the living room. Really… 
sitting in an armchair? On a flat seat? Compare that to today’s 
more form-fitting touring saddles on Goldwings. What’s more, the 
passenger actually has arm rests! 

Comfort, dependability, and longevity were given top priority for 
this fine machine. However, the article mentioned that the braking 
power would go away (quad shoe front brake!) within a short time. 
After six hours of running around Orange County Raceway, the 
brake shoes were mostly history. Compare that to today’s ABS-
equipped, twin hydraulic, sintered brake pad disc brakes that can 
easily last thousands of miles, and continually stop on a dime. 
Quite a difference. Most bikes, back in the day, came with swing 
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arm bushings, instead of ball, or even Timken roller, bearings. 
Bushings proved to be short-lived, and unreliable since the side-to-
side movement of the swing arm soon eroded handling to the point 
of being dangerous. 

Comparing the specs reveals big differences between then and 
now. Then, a 750cc was considered a big touring bike. Today, the 
road is ruled by a minimum of 1200cc’s. Of course, the current 
Goldwing is close to 1800cc. My...it’s a David and Goliath 
comparison there. Three and four cylinders were just ...WOW. 
Now, it’s mostly six cylinders. A dry weight of 531# was considered 
heavy. That’s nothing compared to the current Goldwing at 904-
933# depending on option packages. Of course, back then 
carburetors were the norm. Now, fuel injection is the rule. Reverse 
wasn’t even considered back then, but more and more has 
become the standard on today’s big tourers. 

While the GT750 was considered one of the top tourers during the 
70’s, it pales in comparison to what is available today. There was 
one absolutely thrilling aspect to the GT. It retailed in the two to 
three thousand dollar range. That’s something that would be great 
today. Then again, brakes that wore out quickly, and brake shoes 
and swing arm bushings that disappeared in really short order, 
make today’s tourers worth the extra coin. That is not even 
considering today’s availability of bluetoothed GPS, iPod 
connectivity, MP3 capability, and… well, you get the picture. We 
can reminisce about past bikes, but we thoroughly enjoy today’s 
much more advanced and comfortable REAL touring bikes. 

Gary Schill 
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