
 

Chapter Directors… 
Mary & Terry Mauk 

Greetings, fellow 
Wingers!  

This past month has flown by in a blur. 
What fun we had at the PA District 
Rally, September 8-10!  

It was wonderful to reconnect with old 
friends and to make new ones as well. 
Dennis Smouse, the District team, and 
Chapter D worked very hard to ensure 
the rally was thoroughly enjoyable for all. 
We send out a huge THANK YOU to 
each and every one of them.  

A big thank you is also extended to those 
who represented PA-I in the District Rally 
Talent Show. And to Patt Thrush who 
represented us in the Mascot parade. 
(See page 11 for pictures.)  

There were only a few of us at the 
September Gathering with a Twist, but 
we had lots of fun meeting Punxsy Phil 
and Ice Man, his handler. The Weather 
Discovery Center was very interesting 
and Gobbler's Knob gave us an 
opportunity to make our own weather 
predictions. Brian "Denardo" Thrush 
was right on the money with his 
prediction of sunny skies and warm 
temperatures. (Page 10) 

We're looking forward to:  

• Our annual ride to Sprague's Maple 
Farms on October 8

th
.  

• The October Gathering with a Twist 
at the Bish S Farm on October 15

th
. 
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October 
Gathering 

With A Twist! 
Saturday,  

October 15th 
4:00 pm 

Meet at the  
Ron & Linda 

Bish “S” Farm, 
1595 Mohney Road, 

Summerville 
Chapter is providing 

hot dogs, 
condiments, drinks, 

homemade  
ice cream  

(and toppings), 
 and tableware. 
Participants are 
asked to bring a 
covered dish to 
share and lawn 

chairs. 
Check GroupWorks 

for details! 
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• The Harvest Dinner on 
November 12

th
.  

• The Christmas Party on 
December 3

rd
.  

The information for the Harvest 
Dinner and Christmas Party have 
been updated on the GroupWorks 
event page to include the flyer/
registration forms. You can also 
find them on pages 12 & 13 of this 
the newsletter.  

The Christmas Party will be held at 
Cousin Basil's near Cook Forest. 
The meal includes a tossed salad, 
homemade bread, choice of prime 
rib carving station or stuffed chicken 
breast, mashed potatoes and gravy, 
vegetable medley, nonalcoholic 
drink, and dessert. A cash bar is 
available. There is no cost for 
GWRRA members whose dues are 
current through 7/31/22 and all 
lifetime members. Guests will pay 
actual cost of $25. PA-I will cover 
the tax and gratuity for all present.  

Please note that a DEPOSIT of 
$25 is required for each 

attendee to hold reservations.  

Please include a check(s) with your 
registration form.  

Deposit checks of paid up 
members - and lifetime 

members - will be returned to 
members during dinner at 

Cousin Basil's.  

A deposit is necessary because we 
must pay for every dinner ordered. 
This ensures that the cost of the 
meal is covered in the event 
someone who has registered is 
unable to attend. Thank you for your 
understanding.  

Be sure to check Groupworks for the 
remaining activities for 2022.   

Happy fall, y'all!  

Mary & Terry Mauk 
Chapter I Directors 

Inside This Issue 
(Cont’d) 

Save The Date 
Meet ‘n’ Eat 

Thursday, October 6th 
6:00 pm 

Buck’s Pizza 
53 Industrial Drive, DuBois 

(up hill, past Walmart) 
Check GroupWorks 

for details! 

Save The Date  

Harvest Dinner  
& Gathering! 

Saturday,  
November 12th 

5:00 pm 

A&M Family 
Restaurant, 
(Formerly Pyler’s) 

234 Allegheny Boulevard, 
Brookville 

RSVP REQUIRED! 
See Page 12 

Check GroupWorks 
for details! 

Border 2 Border 
Challenge Update:  

The deadline to submit 
your Border 2 Border 
registration form and 

pictures has been 
changed to  

November 12, 2022.  

You may hand deliver to 
Paul Stahlman at the 

Harvest dinner or mail to: 

Paul Stahlman 
175 Marks Lane, 

Fairmount City, PA 16224. 

Please do not wait until the 
last minute. Submit your 
registration and photos 

ASAP.  

The winner will be 
announced at the 
Christmas party. 

Save The Date 
For Chapter I’s 

LAST Event 

Christmas Party! 
Saturday,  

December 3rd 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

Cousin Basil’s 
Restaurant, 

(Edge of Cook Forest) 
10638 PA-36 

RSVP REQUIRED! 
See Page 13 

Check GroupWorks 
for details! 



people stopping out to enjoy and vote for their 
favorites. 

“Mom, when I grow up, I want to 
be a biker!”  

“You can’t do both, son!!” 

On to Thursday evening and our entertainment 
for the evening. We had two comedians. The first 
was a lady, Tracy Jayne, who warmed us up for 
the main attraction, David Kaye. He kept us in 
stitches all night. When I say all night, I thought I 
was going to have to get up and drag him off the 
stage. He was like the Energizer Bunny – he just 
kept going and going and going, but he was 
sooooo funny! 

Yesterday I saw a book called, 
‘How to Solve 50% of Your 
Problems.’ So I bought two books! 

On to Friday that saw the start of the Riding 
Courses and Modules throughout the day. 
There were also many rides for people to enjoy 
and one guided by Alan Cowfer which was well 
received.  

Friday afternoon we had a Couple of the Year 
Reception for 2020, 2021 and 2022 as there was 
no Rally to give them recognition during their 
term. Chris & Christy Hull, International 
Northeast Couple of the Year were also in 
attendance. 

A little boy asks the famer, “why 
does the rooster crow so early?” 
“It’s because immediately after, 
them hens wake up and then he 
won’t get in a word for the rest 
of the day. 
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Pennsylvania District 
Directors… 
Dennis & Barb Smouse 
District Director’s Article 

The Rally came and went. It could not have gone 
better. Everyone had a special great time, 
including Barb & me. I’m going to start towards 
the end of the Rally, as I continue to recover from 
the Dunking Booth. 

It started at 2:30 Saturday afternoon. I thought it 
was a really great idea right up until about 2:15 
when I had to get ready to be on the darn thing. 
Who knew falling two feet into a pool of water 
could cause a body to hurt so much?! I did learn 
that Dunking Booths are not made for decrepit 
old men like me! Big, huge thanks go out to the 
other two ‘brave’ (I substituted for ‘mentally 
deranged’) souls who sat on the Dunking Booth 

for a half hour, Robert G. Williams and Ed 
Dawejko. And please give yourselves a round of 
applause. Because of your generosity, we raised 
$515 to be donated to the Lighthouse 
Foundation along with all the can openers you 
brought. Job well done! 

As a kid, I think I ate too many 
Rice Krispies. Now all my body 
does is Snap, Crackle & Pop! 

Let’s start at the beginning of the Rally. Right 
away, on Thursday afternoon, Doug Ries set up 
the Bike Show. He was very pleased with the 
number of entries in each class, including 
Sidecar Class. I was super impressed with the 
number of people who took part in voting for their 
favorites. We then got pictures of the bikes with 
the owners, made a copy for them and a copy to 
display in the Banquet Room. Doug did the same 
thing with the Light Show later that night with the 
same type of results, lots of entrants and many 

GWRRA Chapters of the Pennsylvania District 
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October, 2022 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Sep 25 Sep 26 Sep 27 Sep 28 Sep 29 Sep 30 1 

 Dave Reams 
Birthday 

Dave & Cindy 
Fleming 

Anniversary 

 
 
 

Dan & Holly Stitt 
Anniversary 

Dan Stitt 
Birthday  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 
 
 

   Meet ‘n’ Eat  Sprague’s Maple 
Farms Ride 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 Columbus Day 
 
 
 

  
Bob & Joanna 

Crawford 
Anniversary 

PA-I Gathering 
With A Twist 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Bill & Peg Zortman 
Anniversary  

 
 
 

 Helen Long 
Birthday 

Donna Miller 
Birthday  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline   Bob Crawford 

Birthday 

RSVP Deadline for 
HARVEST 
DINNER 

30 31 Nov 1 Nov 2 Nov 3 Nov 4 Nov 5 

Patt Thrush 
Birthday Halloween 

 
 
 

    

UPCOMING EVENTS:  
DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTE 

Thursday, 
October 6 
6:00 pm 

Meet ‘n’ Eat 
Buck’s Pizza 

53 Industrial Drive, DuBois 
(Up hill past WalMart) 

Check GroupWorks for 
details! 

Saturday, 
October 8 
10:00 am 

Sprague’s Maple 
Farms Ride 

Group Ride meets at  
Brockway Sheetz at 10:00 am 

or we’ll see you at Sprague’s at noon 

Check GroupWorks for 
details! 

Monday, 
October 10 Columbus Day  

Saturday,  
October 15 
4:00 pm 

PA-I Gathering 
With A Twist! 

Ron & Linda Bish Farm 
1595 Mohney Road, Summerville 

Bring lawn chairs and a covered dish 
to share at the wiener roast. 

Chapter is providing hot dogs, 
condiments, drinks, homemade ice 
cream, toppings, and tableware. 

Check GroupWorks for 
details! 

Tuesday, 
September 25 

Newsletter Articles 
Due 

Send your article, story, recipe, whatever, to: 
Lori Norris at wingnutlori@gmail.com 

Saturday, 
October 29 

Harvest Dinner 
RSVP Deadline RSVP Required! Check GroupWorks for 

details! 

Monday, 
October 31 Halloween 

mailto:wingnutlori@gmail.com


an emotional evening with many thanks to those 
who gave up time and energy to make the rally 
happen. To end the festivities, Mike Prince 
played the song, ‘Proud to be an American’, that 
had everyone on their feet holding hands. 
Powerful finish to a great Rally. 

God promised men that good and 
obedient wives could be found in 
every corner of the world. Then 
he made Earth round...and 
laughed and laughed and laughed! 

A couple of more thanks before I get out of here.  
First to Jennifer Scanlon, in charge of sales for 
the hotel. She was my contact and wonderful to 
work with. Then the entire staff of the hotel for all 
their help and great attitudes. Just wonderful 

people that made the rally that much more 
special and enjoyable. 

I also want to thank Brenda Hill from the Butler 
County Tourism & Convention Bureau. She was 
my contact for all local information, which was 
invaluable in getting the rally set up. On top of 
that, they donated and delivered all the Welcome 
Bags passed out at Registration. I had a chance 
to look in ours when we got home and was 
impressed with the list of businesses that offered 
discounts. Impressive. 

In the hardware store, a clerk 
asked, “Can I help you find 
anything?” 

“How about my misspent youth,“ I 
joked. 

On a serious note, we took the time to schedule 
an hour to talk about next year. A lot of good 
discussions. No answers, but gave me a lot more 
to consider moving forward. 

Then it was on to Friday evening festivities. It 
started off with the Mascot Parade. I figured this 
would be kinda dull and uneventful. Boy was I 
totally wrong! All the chapters that participated 
had great stories about their mascots and it was 
funny, touching, and a pleasure to hear about 
them.  

Then on to the main event, the Talent/No Talent 
Show. We ended up with six total ‘acts’ that were 
all great! After listening to the comic from the 
previous night, I didn’t think I had any laughter 
left in me. Boy, I was wrong again. It was 
hilarious from start to finish. Just sayin’, you had 

to be there. Congratulations to Chapter N on 
winning the 5 lb chocolate bar from the Saris 
Candy Company. 

First you forget names, then you 
forget faces. Next you forget to 
pull your zipper up, and finally, 
you forget to pull it down. 

Saturday was more of the same as Friday with 
Riding Courses and Modules being presented 
and a guided ride by Alan. I do not have all the 
names of everyone that presented the courses, 
but I do want to thank them. I also need to thank 
Gerry & Bonnie Kerkeslager and Gerry & 
Bonnie Vanart for all their hard work in setting 
up all the training. Thanks guys! 

Not knowing if there will be a PA District Rally 
again, made Saturday evening bittersweet. It was 
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SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS ! 

Advertisements have been 
purchased by businesses that 

support our chapter.  

We encourage you to thank 
them by giving them your 

business, whenever possible.  

Be sure to tell them that you 
saw their ads in the PA Chapter I 

newsletter! 

mailto:gaskas@comcast.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Chapter%20I%20Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/The-Dog-House-194566454236905/timeline


The clerk shot back, “We keep 
that in the back, between World 
Peace and a Winning Lottery 
Ticket.” 

Well, I’m banging this article out the night before 
Barb & I are leaving on vacation, which is why it 
is a little brief. We hope to get a ton of pictures, 
courtesy of Ed Dawejko, linked to our GWRRA-
PA website so you can relive some of the magic 
of the weekend. 

‘Til next month, 

Dennis & Barb Smouse 
Pennsylvania District Directors 

Pennsylvania District 
Educators… 
Gerry & Bonnie 
Kerkeslager 

INTRODUCING RPM ACADEMY 

We are pleased to announce our joint venture, 
RPM Academy, ( Rider Safety, Personal Growth, 
and Management Skills). 

Our Vision: To offer sustained knowledge 
development and skill enhancement through 
quality adult learning opportunities on bike and in 
the classroom. 

Our Mission: To ensure the availability of proven 
classes and courses to benefit every 

motorcycling enthusiast and supporter regardless 
of their personal group affiliation. 

Our Purpose: To advocate for all RPM Academy 
participants, instructors, and trainers with passion 
and integrity. 

RPM Academy has been granted the sole and 
exclusive ownership and use of all GWRRA 
University and Rider Education Program content 
and has acquired copyright protection.  

Beginning in January 2023, all offerings by RPM 
Academy will be provided in the US by certified 
Instructors and Trainers who meet defined 
qualifications and uphold certain standards. 

Until the end of the calendar year, courses and 
classes will continue to be conducted under 
GWRRA Handbook directions and covered by 
the existing GWRRA insurance policy. 

Database records will continue to be maintained 

through December 31st, 2022, using current 
guidelines. A revised version of the levels 
program to recognize individual achievements 
will be released on January 1st, 2023. 

Concurrently, an Academy reference manual will 
be made available providing specific procedural 
information for individuals, groups, instructors, 
and educational field representatives. 
Management and administration will be 
centralized for simplicity and continuity. 

As an LLC, we will use any income to finance the 
cost associated with liability insurance and the 
delivery of exceptional educational content 
presented by qualified Instructors and Trainers. 

RPM Academy has partnered with Wing’d Rider 
and has the full support of an organization with a 
genuine interest in the motorcycling culture, safe 
and enjoyable riding, and the value of life-long 
learning. 
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Have you enrolled in the GWRRA “Levels Program?” 
Are you “current” in the Levels Program? 

Check your status at: www.gwrra.org. 
On the Rider Education page, click on “My R.E. Information” and log in to see 

where you stand.  

We encourage you to accept the challenge to make the commitment, learn the 
skills, and apply what you learn so that you can make motorcycling safer, 

increase your riding skills, and make other drivers more aware of motorcycles.  

Safety doesn’t happen by accident! 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://gwrra.org/regional/ridered/index.html


As we continue to build on our firm foundation, 
we appreciate your support and look forward to 
serving you in the future. 

Lorrie M. Thomas, Managing Member RPM 
ACADEMY LLC 

Susan N. Huttman, Managing Member RPM 
ACADEMY LLC 

Remember, ALL THE GEAR ALL THE TIME. 
(ATGATT)  

Most of all ride safe and have fun  

Gerry & Bonnie Kerkeslager 
Pennsylvania District Educators 

Chapter Couple of the 
Year… 
Brian & Patt Thrush 

Greetings! 

We are now entering into fall; cooler 
temperatures and the leaves are beginning to 
change. We will be experiencing beauty all 
around us as we travel the highways and 
byways this month. Riding season will be coming 
to a close soon for 2022. 

Chapter I had a very busy schedule in 
September. Chapter I, along with other chapters 
attended the District Rally at Cranberry 
Township, PA. Many activities were planned and 
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a couple of rides for individuals who wished to 
participate. We also enjoyed skits and live 
entertainment.  

Needless to say, it was great seeing everyone 
and sharing our time together. On a sad note, we 
said "so long" to many of our friends we have 
met and enjoyed while in the GWRRA 
organization. We wrapped up the meeting with 
"God Bless the USA" 

Several members of Chapter I toured a few 
Southern states and drove on The Blue 
Ridgeway Parkway and rode the "Tail of the 
Dragon." Amazingly, they dodged the rain and 
had a great experience. A few members went to 
the Weather Center in Punxsutawney and along 
with Phil's help Mr. Denardo made some 
proclamations for upcoming weather.  

Brian (Denardo) & Patt Thrush 
Chapter I Couple of the Year 

Chapter Historian 
Peg Zortman 

LONG AGO in 1990 

* Designates a deceased 
friend 

> A friend we’ve lost track of 

According to Chapter I newsletters from 
September and October 1990, Chapter I was a 
busy group of fun-loving friends! Nothing has 
changed. 

Our Area Representatives (Chapter Directors) 
were Bob & Joanna Crawford with *Ray & 
*Janet Seaman as able-and-willing assistants. 
Bill and Peg Zortman had moved on to the 
State Directors (District) and the chapter was 
busy. 

I see a “Come Rock with Us” event sponsored by 
Meadville’s PA-N (*see more below), State Rally 
in Williamsport, PA (Bill and Peg’s first), a Wing 



Ding in Knoxville, TN. The Kickoff to a new 
Chapter P (**see more below) and a Charity 
(Poker) Ride with all money ($700) being given 
to the Beulah Cemetery Association to help 
establish a perpetual care fund. (The spouse of 
one of our members was laid to rest there.) 

**After helping PA-P get started, eleven of the 
Chapter I people traveled to Shadyside Hospital. 
(Sharon and Vaughn were the Chapter’s first 
Assistant Area Reps.) A nurse was overheard 
saying, “It must be a tour. Nobody gets that 
many visitors!) Sadly we lost Sharon to Cancer. 

*Imagine...two motorcycles traveling home from 
Meadville with Bob with Joanna Crawford in the 
lead, Bill and Peg Zortman following...Interstate 
80 and heavy rain (I mean buckets of rain). Bill 
radioed Bob, “I can’t see anything, I’m following 
your taillights.” Bob replies, “I can’t see anything 
either, I’m following a truck’s tail lights.” We 
finally pull off the interstate to get gas. Bill and 
Bob pump gas as Peg and Joanne ran to the 
restaurant wading an estimated 1” of rainwater 

that had accumulated on the cement. The men 
soon join them. You could follow their water trail 
from the door to a table where the waitress 
asked, “Water, anyone?” 

Enough ancient history, now go make your own 
memories. 

Peg Zortman 
Chapter I Historian 

Ride Leader… 
Dave & Cindy Fleming 

Blue Ridge Parkway, Dragon, 

Cherohala Skyway, and Rattler Trip 

On the afternoon of September 10, Gary and 
Robin Van Leer, Ron Bish, Terry Mauk, Brian 
Thrush, and Dave and Cindy Fleming left New 
Bethlehem under gray skies, but we had only a 
few sprinkles. We had a leisurely ride to 
Winchester, Virginia, meeting Ray and Doreen 
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Snyder in Kittanning; Paul 
Stahlman caught up with us 
that evening.   

Monday again brought gray 
skies, but rain wasn’t a 
problem. We headed south 
on VA231, a scenic byway 
and then west to 
Waynesboro Virginia, the 
northern terminus of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway. There 
are no stop signs on the 
entire 469 miles of the 
parkway, making it a unique 
road in addition to being one 
of the most scenic rides in 
all of the United States of 
America.  

There were many beautiful 
views like this on the ride to 
Roanoke, Virginia. Monday 
evening, for dinner, we 

visited the Mission Bar-B-Q 
that pays homage to our 
military.   

Sadly, on Tuesday, Gary 
and Robin Van Leer 
headed back home because 
of electrical problems. The 
rest of us traveled further 
south on the Parkway. We 
had planned to include a 
ride on NC226A, “The 
Diamondback,” in the 
afternoon, but due to a 
detour on the Parkway and a 
long lunch, it was 
determined to head straight 
to Maggie Valley, North 
Carolina, our home for the 
next two evenings. Maggie 
Valley is a town of 1,150 just 
four miles off the Parkway 
that has nearly as many 
hotel rooms as it has 



residents. It is also definitely a destination for 
bikers.   

On Wednesday morning, we headed off for a full 
day of twisties, beautiful scenery, and three 
more famous roads. We rode to Robbinsville, 
North Carolina, and headed west into 
Tennessee on the Cherohala Skyway that 
reaches elevations over 5,000 feet. It runs for 
over 50 miles to Tellico Plains, Tennessee, for a 
quick lunch and gas. We then headed north on 
TN360 and US411 to US129, The Dragon.  

When we got to the beginning of The Dragon, 
we repositioned to allow Brian “Denardo 
Andretti” Thrush and most of the solo riders to 
hot foot it through The Dragon. It has no side 
routes on the entire length and is reputed to 
have 318 curves. Trucks with trailers over 30 
feet in length are prohibited from traveling it and 
some longer ones that have tried to sneak 
through, have gotten hung up even using the 
entire roadway. I would also add that, North 
Carolina uses guide rails very sparingly! 

Here are the Dragon Slayers after completing 

the run through The Dragon. We stopped at the 
gift shop for hats, patches, and/or t-shirts to 
prove that we had survived The Dragon.   

From there, we traveled on NC28, also known as 
“Moonshiner 28” because of all of the moonshine 
that was transported south to Georgia and South 
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Carolina on it. We stopped at Fontana Dam, a 
480-foot high TVA 
hydroelectric 
project that was 
completed in just 
two years during 
WW2 to supply 
electricity to 
manufacture 
aluminum for 
airplanes to help 
the war effort.   

On Thursday morning, we took an optional early 
morning ride on the final 13 miles of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway from US19 to its southwestern 
terminus at the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. This was guys only as the two wives opted 
to wait at the hotel. This short distance has five 
tunnels and some of the best mountain views of 
anywhere on the Parkway.   

Several of us have been on the aforementioned 
roads before, some as many as four times, but 

when we picked up the ladies at the hotel, we 
headed for another twisty road that none of us 
had ridden before. It was The Rattler, NC209. 
This road has 290 curves in 24 miles. Not quite 
The Dragon, but still a very challenging and 
beautiful road. After lunch in Hot Springs, North 
Carolina, we headed north to Fayetteville, West 
Virginia for the evening. 

On Friday morning, we stopped at the visitors’ 
center at the Route 19 bridge over the New River 
Gorge. It is always a treat to view what an 
engineering masterpiece the new bridge is. Prior 
to its construction, getting from one side to the 
other of the New River was a dangerous 45 
minute trip. Now it is less than one minute. From 
there, we headed home and arrived late in the 
afternoon with over 1,620 miles since meeting in 
New Bethlehem on Sunday. 

Dave & Cindy Fleming, 
Chapter I Members & Ride Leaders 
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Those who  

“Drove The Dragon With Dave”  

also had the opportunity to  

Ride The Rattler. 

Brian “Denardo” Thrush (Below) consulted with weather prognosticator 

extraordinaire, Punxsutawney Phil, at Phil’s office on Gobbler’s Knob.  

Together, they successfully predicted upcoming weather events. 
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(Right) District Director, Dennis Smouse, enjoys the 

limelight at Slapsticks Comedy Club during the 

Pennsylvania 2022 District Rally. 

 

(Below) As Mike Prince sings, “God Bless The USA” at 

closing ceremonies, members are moved to join hands . 

(Top Left) Patt Thrush, Ron 

Bish, Terry Mauk, Ray & 

Doreen Snyder, Helen & Paul 

Long, Mary Mauk, and Brian 

Thrush...Chapter I’s Talent/

No Talent Entry 

demonstrated “Time To 

Ride.” 

 

(Bottom Left) The PA District 

Presentation of Mascots 

including our very own 

“Quackers, the Duck” who 

was given life by Patt Thrush. 
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